
  
  

Aviation Safety 800 Independence Ave
Washington, DC  20591 

AFS-22-00042-E

July 28, 2021
                                    Exemption No.  18864 
                                                Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2018-0848 
 
 
Mr. W. Travis Adams 
Coulson Aviation USA 
655 South Rock Blvd. 
Reno, Nevada 89502 
 
Dear Mr. Adams: 
 
This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted your 
request for exemption. This letter transmits the FAA’s decision, explains its basis, and provides
the conditions and limitations of the exemption, including the date it ends. 

The Basis for the FAA’s Decision 
 
By letter dated June 25, 2021, you petitioned the FAA on behalf of Coulson Aviation USA 
(Coulson) for an exemption from §§ 21.197 and 91.611 of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations 
(14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow Coulson to conduct three-engine ferry flights of 
specified four-engine Lockheed C-130 aircraft to a maintenance facility without having to obtain 
a Special Flight Permit (SFP) from the FAA for each flight.   
 
Although you requested an extension of Exemption No. 18050 (copy enclosed), that exemption 
expired on November 30, 2020. Therefore, the FAA is issuing Coulson a new exemption. 
 
The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in all material respects to 
those presented in your petition. In Grant of Exemption Nos. 5332, 8551, and 18050 (copies 
enclosed), the FAA found that an exemption would relieve the administrative burden placed on 
the operator and the FAA in arranging for the issuance of special flight permits during 
inappropriate times while operating in the United States. 
 
Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that: 
 
 They are similar in all material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed Grant 

of Exemption Nos. 5332, 8551, and 18050; 
 

 The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption Nos. 5332, 
8551, and 18050 also apply to the situation you present; and  



2

AFS-22-00042-E

A grant of exemption is in the public interest.
 
The FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition in 
the Federal Register because the requested exemption would not set a precedent and any delay in 
acting on this petition would be detrimental to Coulson. 

In Grant of Exemption No. 18050 it was determined that because Section 91.203 specifically 
allows flights under Section 91.611, the FAA determined that relief from Section 21.197 is not 
necessary to obtain the relief you are seeking here. 
 
Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. §§ 106(f), 40113 and 44701, which the FAA 
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant Coulson Aviation USA an exemption from 
14 CFR § 91.611 to the extent necessary to conduct three-engine ferry flights of specified four-
engine Lockheed C-130 aircraft to a maintenance facility without having to obtain a Special 
Flight Permit (SFP) from the FAA for each flight, subject to the following conditions and 
limitations. 
 
Conditions and Limitations  
 

1. The provisions of this exemption are limited to Coulson’s Lockheed C-130 aircraft while 
they are being operated by Coulson’s pilots. 

 
2. Before exercising the privileges of this exemption, an appropriately rated and certificated 

maintenance technician must inspect the affected airplane and its engines and review the 
maintenance records, aircraft maintenance manual, instructions for continued 
airworthiness, and discrepancy logs to determine if the aircraft is in safe condition for a 
one-engine-inoperative ferry flight. The technician must determine whether the propeller 
brake may be used to lock the propeller of the affected engine to prevent windmilling 
with the propeller in the featherhead position. If the propeller brake is inoperative, the 
propeller must be removed, the engine intake plugged, and a plate installed to prevent air 
damage to the cowling. The technician must make an entry in the aircraft’s maintenance 
records certifying that the airplane is in safe condition for a one-engine-inoperative flight. 

 
3. One-engine-inoperative ferry flights are permitted only when visual flight conditions are 

forecast at points of takeoff and landing or any alternate points of landing. 
 

4. One-engine-inoperative ferry flights are permitted only with crew essential to the flight. 

5. Before exercising the privileges of this exemption, Coulson must provide the Sacramento 
Flight Standards District Office (FSDO), 5466 Longley Lane, Reno, Nevada 89511, with 
a current copy of its policy and procedures manual. Although the FSDO shall not approve 
or accept the policy and procedures manual, Coulson must also provide the FSDO with 
any changes to that manual. If changes to the manual affect the provisions of this 
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exemption, no one-engine-inoperative ferry flights can be conducted until the change is 
reviewed by the FAA and its impact on the conditions of the exemption is determined.

6. Before exercising the privileges of this exemption, Coulson must provide the Reno FSDO 
with the names and position title of management personnel with responsibility for the Air 
Tanker Division. During the use of this exemption, the Air Tanker Division must 
promptly notify the Reno FSDO of any changes in management personnel or Air Tanker 
Division policies and procedures. If changes to Air Tanker Division management 
personnel, policies or procedures affect the provisions of this exemption, no one-engine-
inoperative ferry flights can be conducted until the change is reviewed by the FAA and 
its impact on the conditions of the exemption is determined. 

 
7. When exercising the privileges of this exemption, one-engine-inoperative ferry flights 

must be conducted by a dedicated ferry flightcrew. This flightcrew must receive 
appropriate training in three-engine ferry flights from Flight Safety International in 
accordance with the Coulson policy and procedures manual. Appropriate entries of this 
training must be made in the pilots’ logbooks after completion of the training and a copy 
placed in their employment records. 

 
8. When exercising the privileges of this exemption, the computation of takeoff data and the 

maximum operating weight of the C-130 at the start of takeoff run is limited to whichever 
is the least of: maximum allowable takeoff gross weight for the condition, gross weight 
limited by 3-engine climb performance, gross weight limited by critical field length, 
gross weight limited by climb-out over obstacle unless further limited by climb 
performance, field altitude, runway length, or temperatures. Takeoffs must be made from 
dry runway surface with consideration given to existing crosswind with regard to 
required runway length and directional control. 

 
9. When exercising the privileges of this exemption, the operating weight of the C-130 

airplanes must be the minimum necessary for the one-engine-inoperative ferry flight with 
necessary reserve fuel load. 

 
10. The approved flight manual for each airplane operated pursuant to this exemption must 

contain performance data and operating and maintenance procedures for the safe 
operation of the airplane as required by Section 91.611. 

 
11. Flights conducted pursuant to Section 21.197 under this exemption are limited to flying 

the aircraft to a base where maintenance or alterations are to be performed. 
 

12. This exemption is not valid for operations outside the United States. 
 
Failure to comply with any of the above conditions and limitations may result in the immediate 
suspension or rescission of this exemption. 
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The Effect of the FAA’s Decision

This exemption terminates on July 31, 2023, unless sooner superseded or rescinded.

To request an extension or amendment to this exemption, please submit your request by using 
the Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2018-0848 (http://www.regulations.gov). In addition, you 
should submit your request for extension or amendment no later than 120 days prior to the 
expiration listed above, or the date you need the amendment, respectively.

Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of 14 CFR § 11.81.

Sincerely, 

/s/  
Robert C. Carty
Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service

Enclosures
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November 7, 2018

Exemption No. 18050
Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2018-0848

W. Travis Adams
Caulson Aviation USA
655 South Rock Blvd.
Reno, Nevada 89502

Dear Mr. Adams:

This letter is to inform you that we have granted your request for exemption.  It transmits our 
decision, explains its basis, and gives you the conditions and limitations of the exemption, 
including the date it ends.

The Basis for Our Decision

By letter dated September 9, 2018, you petitioned the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
on behalf of Coulson Aviation USA (Coulson) for an exemption from § 21.197 and § 91.611
of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow Coulson to 
conduct three engine ferry flights of specified four-engine Lockheed C-130 aircraft to a 
maintenance facility without having to obtain a Special Flight Permit (SFP) from the FAA for 
each flight.

The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in all material respects to 
those presented in your petition.  In Grant of Exemption Nos. 5332, and 8551 (copyies
enclosed), the FAA found that an exemption would relieve the administrative burden placed 
on the operator and the FAA in arranging for the issuance of special flight permits during 
inappropriate times while operating in the United States.

In your petition for exemption, you asked for the relief necessary to permit Coulson Aviation 
USA to ferry a four-engine Lockheed C-130 aircraft with one engine inoperative to a 
maintenance facility, without obtaining a SFP for each flight. Because § 91.203 specifically 
allows flights under § 91.611, we determined that relief from § 21.197 was not necessary.
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Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that—

They are similar in all material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed 
Grant of Exemption Nos. 5332, and 8551;

The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption Nos. 5332, 
and 8551 also apply to the situation you present; and 

A grant of exemption is in the public interest.

Our Decision

The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition 
in the Federal Register because the requested exemption would not set a precedent, and any 
delay in acting on this petition would be detrimental to Coulson.

Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C.§ 106(f), 40113, and 44701, which the FAA 
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant Coulson Aviaiton USA an exemption from 
14 CFR § 91.611 to the extent necessary to conduct three engine ferry flights of specified 
four-engine Lockheed C-130 aircraft to a maintenance facility without having to obtain a 
Special Flight Permit (SFP) from the FAA for each flight, subject to the conditions and 
limitations described below.

Conditions and Limitations 

1. The provisions of this exemption are limited to Coulson’s Lockheed C-130 aircraft 
while they are being operated by Coulson’s pilots.

2. Before exercising the privileges of this exemption, an appropriately rated and 
certificated maintenance technician must inspect the affected airplane and its engines 
and review the maintenance records, aircraft maintenance manual, instructions for 
continued airworthiness, and discrepancy logs to determine if the aircraft is in safe 
condition for a one-engine-inoperative ferry flight.  The technician must determine 
whether the propeller brake may be used to lock the propeller of the affected engine to 
prevent windmilling with the propeller in the featherhead position.  If the propeller 
brake is inoperative, the propeller must be removed, the engine intake plugged, and a 
plate installed to prevent air damage to the cowling.  The technician must make an 
entry in the aircraft’s maintenance records certifying that the airplane is in safe 
condition for a one-engine-inoperative flight.

3. One-engine-inoperative ferry flights are permitted only when visual flight conditions 
are forecast at points of takeoff and landing or any alternate points of landing.
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4. One-engine-inoperative ferry flights are permitted only with crew essential to the
flight.

5. Before exercising the privileges of this exemption, Coulson must provide the 
Sacramento Flight Standards District Office (FSO), 5466 Longley Lane, Reno,
Nevada 89511, with a current copy of its policy and procedures manual.  Although the 
FSO shall not approve or accept the policy and procedures manual, Coulson must also 
provide the FSDO with any changes to that manual.  If changes to the manual affect 
the provisions of this exemption, no one-engine-inoperative ferry flights can be 
conducted until the change is reviewed by the FAA and its impact on the conditions of 
the exemption is determined.

6. Before exercising the privileges of this exemption, Coulson must provide the Reno 
FSO with the names and position title of management personnel with responsibility 
for the Air Tanker Division.  During the use of this exemption, the Air Tanker 
Division must promptly notify the Reno FSO of any changes in management 
personnel or air tanker division policies and procedures. If changes to Air Tanker 
Division management personnel policies or procedures affect the provisions of this 
exemption, no one-engine-inoperative ferry flights can be conducted until the change 
is reviewed by the FAA and its impact on the conditions of the exemption is 
determined.

7. When exercising the privileges of this exemption, one-engine-inoperative ferry flights 
must be conducted by a dedicated ferry flightcrew.  This flightcrew must receive 
appropriate training in three-engine ferry flights from Flight Safety International in 
accordance with the Coulson policy and procedures manual. Appropriate entries of 
this training must be made in the pilots’ logbooks after completion of the training and 
a copy placed in their employment records.

8. When exercising the privileges of this exemption, the computation of takeoff data and 
the maximum operating weight of the C-130 at the start of takeoff run is limited to
whichever is the least of: maximum allowable takeoff gross weight for the condition, 
gross weight limited by 3-engine climb performance, obtained from figure 5-21, gross 
weight limited by critical field length, obtained from figure 5-22, gross weight limited 
by climb-out over obstacle, obtained from figure 5-26, unless further limited by climb 
performance, field altitude, runway length, or temperatures. Takeoffs must be made 
from dry runway surface with consideration given to existing crosswind with regard to 
required runway length and directional control.

9. When exercising the privileges of this exemption, the operating weight of the C-130
airplanes must be the minimum necessary for the one-engine-inoperative ferry flight 
with necessary reserve fuel load.
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10. The approved flight manual for each airplane operated pursuant to this exemption 
must contain performance data and operating and maintenance procedures for the safe 
operation of the airplane as required by § 91.611.

11. Flights conducted pursuant to § 21.197 under this exemption are limited to flying the 
aircraft to a base where maintenance or alterations are to be performed.

12. This exemption is not valid for operations outside the United States.

This exemption terminates on November 30, 2020, unless sooner superseded or rescinded.

Sincerely,
/s/
Rick Domingo
Executive Director, Flight Standards Service












